The coaching class is still regarded somewhat in the light of an experiment, and a word of explanation concerning it may not be amiss. In reality, the class is an experiment in individual instruction and extra help. The child who is slow, the child who is behind in one particular subject, and the child who has been absent, are given a half hour per day of instruction in the coaching class. An effort is made to make the groups as homogeneous as possible. The teacher of each grade sifts out from six to nine children with a common difficulty; the group then resolves itself into six or nine children of approximately the same age and intellectual level with a common difficulty.
When a child works up to the level of his class and consistently maintains this level, he is dismissed from the class.
The class is conducted very informally in a small office. The rug on the floor, the bright curtains at the windows and the absence of fixed desks and chairs add much to the children's enjoyment. There are few rules and the children are encouraged to speak out if a difficulty presents itself. The teacher is always available for consultation and help.
During the term September, 1922 , to February, 1923 eighty-six children, Grades 3B-5B, had been in attendance, fifty of whom had been returned to their classes. A daily record is kept of each child's work and progress, as well as personality, general ability and defects.
The school where this work is being conducted is situated in a typical middle class and low grade American The work viewed as a whole seems to have been helpful to the children, many of whom had the first little difficulty straightened out and were thereby saved from floundering helplessly in a sea of misunderstanding. The class is enjoyed by the children and of service both to them and to their teachers.
Although far from perfection, it seems to me that the idea is a step in the right direction?a step toward greater individualization in our schools.
